Deciding a case by a preponderance of the evidence means that the fact finder determines guilt or innocence by a more likely than not standard, or that they are 51% sure as to the outcome. It is the standard used in all lawsuits, or non-criminal cases, in the United States. It is often the standard in deciding disputes between individuals because the court needs to find in someone's favor, so it's simply a matter of which way the scales tip. To find someone guilty under this standard, the fact finder only has to believe that it is more likely than not that the person is guilty, and can find someone guilty despite serious doubt.

Deciding a case by clear and convincing evidence requires that the fact finder determines guilt or innocence by a high probability. It is a heavier burden than preponderance of the evidence, sometimes thought to be 70%-80% sure as to the outcome. To find someone guilty under this standard, the fact finder has to find that there is a high probability of guilt, and that the fact finder is substantially sure as to the guilt, even if some doubt remains.

Clear and convincing evidence is less than beyond a reasonable doubt, which is the standard in all criminal cases in the United States, sometimes thought to be 98% sure of the outcome.  To find a person guilty by this standard, there can be no reasonable doubt in the fact finder's mind that the person is guilty.

