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CMP - The Gorges

• Protect Natural Areas – BMPs for development & restoration

• Restore historic gorge trails

• Develop Gorge Management Plans 

• Defined character areas
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Cascadilla Gorge

Slope Stability Hazardous Trees Trail Reconstruction
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Cascadilla Gorge

Rehabilitation Plan

• Capital Projects

• Hazard tree removal

• Priority stair, wall and 

railing repair

• Annual Maintenance
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Cascadilla Gorge

Rehabilitation Plan

• Capital Projects

• Annual Maintenance

• Inspection & conditions 

update

• Rock fault monitoring

• Hazard Tree removal & 

emergency repairs
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Fall Creek Gorge Management Plan
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Fall Creek Gorge Management Plan

1. Environmental Resources Survey & 

Assessment

2. Develop Management 

Recommendations

3. Support for adjacent projects
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Fall Creek Gorge Management Plan

Contents

1. Purpose

2. Planning Process

3. Goals & Objectives

4. Consequences of No  

Action

5. Management 

Recommendations
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Management Plan

1. Environmental Resources Survey & 

Assessment

2. Develop Management 

Recommendations

• Cornell & City planning charrettes

Insert charrette photo
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Goals & Objectives

1. To sustain the quality and richness of Fall 

Creek’s diverse ecological and water 

resources.

• Develop & implement sustainable practices

• Expand educational & stewardship programs

• Enhance collaboration between Cornell, the 

City, County, and many agencies & 

organizations interested in Fall Creek
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Goals & Objectives

2. To provide opportunities for recreation, 

commuting and enjoyment of the natural, 

cultural and historic resources.

• Develop safe trail access with minimal 

ecological disturbance

• Provide year round rim sidewalk / trail

• Reconnect gorge trails to regional trail 

network

• Improve signage and programming

• Expand collaboration
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Consequences of No Action

1. Public Safety – trail use, rock fall, swimming

2. Soil erosion, habitat and water quality 

degradation

3. Increased dominance by invasive species

4. Less than optimal circulation around gorge

5. Lost  opportunities for recreation

6. Unrealized opportunities for education
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Management Recommendations

Recommendations Matrix

• Sustainable Trail Management

• Erosion Control

• Drainage Systems

• Invasive Species

• Vegetation & Wildlife

• Programs, Initiatives & Policies

• Signage

• Gorge & Rim Enhancements

Trail & Recommendations Map
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Key Recommendations

1. Implement a Sustainable Trail Management 
Program 

• Adopt USFS National Trail Management Class 

System: Class 2 (low use) to 5 (intensive use),

• Adopt IMBA’s 5 elements of sustainable trail 

solutions (grade & slope guidelines);

• Maintain / improve gorge trails per Table 1;

• Complete campus commuter trail system.
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Key Recommendations

2. Implement a Signage Program 

• Entrance Signs at trailheads & bridges

• Point of Interest Signs at trail features

• Safety Signs where rules or safety needed

• Closed Trail Signs by Foundry and Hydro Plant



Gorge Management Plan

Key Recommendations

3. Construct Water’s Edge Trail Terminus Area

• Below Risley Hall

• Below Phi Gamma Delta
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Key Recommendations

4. Implement an Invasive Species Control Plan

• Invasive Species Task Force

• Prevent new invasive species

• Coordinate early detection & response

• Mitigate affected areas with control techniques 

(biological, chemical, mechanical)

• Restore degraded habitats with natives species

• Education & Public Outreach
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Recommendation Matrix
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Recommendation Matrix
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Recommendation Matrix
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Recommendation Matrix
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Recommendation Matrix



Gorge Management Plan

Questions / Discussion
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Cascadilla Gorge

Slope Stability Hazardous Trees Trail Reconstruction














