2008-2009 Standing Rules, Cornell University Student Assembly

Cornell University

Student Assembly
The 2009-20010 Standing Rules

Prepared for Approval, September 3, 2009

The Student Assembly’s foremost interest in 2008-2009 shall be the undergraduate
students of Cornell University. Ethical conduct is expected of all members at all times,
as members are representative of their constituencies and those they repr

These Standing Rules shall serve as guidelines for specific rules and effecte rship
from the Student Assembly that may not specifically covered in the cha t will aide

in the efficiency of a successful Assembly.

These Standing Rules shall be adhered to by all Student Ass ,,
ex-officio), committee members,

mbers (elected and

These Standing Rules shall be utilized with the foll rewices:
: and Bylaws shall supersede the
Rule 2 The Standing R§]

$¥all be revised at the beginning of each semester by

Rule 1 In the event of a conffict,
Standing Rules.

the Presid, ecutive Vice-President and submitted for the approval
of the Sv% ssembly by the Executive Vice President. The Standing

Rul

ke effect upon their approval by a majority vote of the
ip of the Student Assembly.

Rule 3 @ tw, ¥ thirds vote of the Student Assembly members present at a meeting
shall be required to suspend the Standing Rules.

Section I: Attendance and Related Policies

The Student Assembly is charged to “seek out and voice effectively the interests and
concerns of the student body.” To do this, attendance and participation, as outlined
below is imperative for efficiency within the Assembly.
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Rule 1

Rule 2

Rule 3

Rule 4

Rule 5
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Attendance is required at all regularly scheduled meetings. Regularly
scheduled meetings are held Thursdays, from 4:45 until 6:30 p.m., while
undergraduate colleges are in session. Informal meetings are considered
official meetings when held in lieu of regular Thursday meetings.

Attendance at all informal, organizational and specially-scheduled

meetings is required, when the Executive Committee provides
members at least 72 hours prior notice of the meeting. Such meggn
be considered “regularly scheduled meetings,” for the purp 3 :
absences. & -

Attendance is required at all committee meetings t@ member has

been elected or appointed.

Any member who fails to attend a ired Ryeting or event shall be
considered absent. These members t a¥five prior to roll call. Any
arrival after that time or departjgre prigrto adjournment will result in half-

absence. All absences are agert®d. This rule shall apply to all committees

and bodies in which ¢ A ssembly or Student Assembly Executive
Board has appojpted rfephgsentation, including, but not limited to, the
GPSA, the UA, aculty Senate, all SA Committees, ad-hoc

committees, committees, and by-line funded organizations.

Ifa %must leave a meeting before it is adjourned, the member will
be c% ith one-half absence.

Rule 6 @( ed absences may be granted for illness, academic conflict, official
u

dént Assembly business, official University business that would
constitute grounds for excuse from academics, obligations from
employment that arise after the scheduled time of adjournment, family
emergency, and religious observation. To be considered excused, all
excuses must be brought to the attention of the Vice-President for Internal
Operations at any point prior to the absence. Any excuses made after this
period are up to the discretion of the Executive Beard Committee.
(Excused absence shall only count toward the consideration of proxy
votes, and do not exonerate members whose absences necessitate the
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consequences outlined in Articles 3 and 7 of the Student Assembly
Charter.)

Rule 7 All candidates who are elected to the Student Assembly during Spring
Elections are required to attend all Organizational Meetings and the last
two SA meetings during the Spring Semester.

Section II: Policies and Procedures 6\

To “voice effectively” these interests which were mentioned above, s must be
adhered to when conducting business as an assembly. These rule 8 the efficiency

and organization of the tasks at hand.

Rule X The agenda for any informal meetingg sha co%tain legislation unless
they are held in lieu of regular Thur etifigs.

Rule 1 Roll call of SA members will&a/ken following the call to order.

Rule 2 Consequences for ab s are outlined in Articles 3 and 7 of the Student

Assembly Chart¢iyThe EXecutive Board will have the discretion to waive
the consequencdy, FRbsences by a majority vote when extenuating

circumsta @Volved. Members may appeal the decision to the SA
at the n& cduled meeting.

Ries Al
t¥gall require that an excused absence be noted prior-to-roll-call by the

(o) VI F
&ce President for Internal Operations.

Rule The Executive Vice President will place under Unfinished Business any

§ndering of proxy votes shall occur in accordance with Bylaw 6.4a,

item that has previously appeared as New Business; items such as
appropriation requests, SAFC appeals, and committee assignments are to
appear under Business of the Day. All other items shall be introduced as
New Business, unless the Student Assembly approves by a majority vote
to permit the same as Business of the Day.
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Rule 5

Rule 6

Rule 7

Rule 8

Rule 9

Rule 10
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Open Microphone — a period of testimony at which any member of the
Cornell community may speak — will be conducted at the beginning of
each regularly scheduled meeting. Speakers will be given up to two
minutes to discuss issues that are not on the meeting’s agenda. Time
extensions may be granted at the discretion of the chair. SA members may
speak at the discretion of the chair

on the agenda, the author(s) shall be recognized for at least 2 %

n%laced ona

wall Bave a

Following a successful motion for the previous question of any wem
te

Speakers will be recognized at the discretion of the Chg

speaker’s list maintained by the Chair. Each speakepsti
maximum of three two minutes to speak, with the‘Omgion to yield the
balance of his or her time to another single _-1;}:__ d¥l’at the meeting,

including the Chair.
The Executive Committee (at its we tetthg) will discuss the agenda

for Student Assembly meetingg [temspfor the agenda must be submitted to
&9 Student Assembly. These items must

the Executive Vice Presideggo

be in the proper form SYenated by the Executive Vice President.

The Office of thyih
Assembly w

The Vi %@ident for Public Relations must forward the agenda to The
C ly Sun, The Cornell Chronicle, and all other relevant
- V. ; .ﬂ'. a

101S.

wsemblies must post the agenda to the Student
Rg ng¥later than noon on the day of the meeting.

result, members in a position are charged with these obligations and are required to

adhere by as such.

Rule 1

In accordance with Rules 5-8 and Articles 3 and 7 of the Student
Assembly Charter, the SA Vice President for Internal Operations has the
obligation to be in constant contact with the SA clerk, all committee

Paoce 4 nf 7



Rule 2

Rule 3

Rule 4

Rule 5

Rule 6

Rule 8
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chairs, and all bodies in which the SA sends representation to keep an
accurate log of attendance. The SA Vice President for Internal Operations
shall report the record of attendance to the Executive Committee at their
weekly meeting.

Each SA member must be a voting member of at least one SA committee,
the University Assembly, or a UA committee. The Chair of each
committee shall maintain attendance rolls and report absences féRgwing
each meeting to the Vice President for Internal Operations. N,

All voting representatives shall host at least one forum o&ach activity
d Ryport all
outcomes to the SA at the next regularly-scheduledine®se

with individuals from their respective constituencies 2
e following
such an activity.

College representatives may com arl¥ with their constituents

through e-mail mailing lists and listd 0 may be maintained by
their respective college dean’s office,¥he Department of Campus Life, the

Office of the Dean of Student®or the fﬁce of the Assemblies.

The President ad Ex tQice President will be ex-officio members of
::1;;._ task®rce associated with the Student Assembly and
®¢lincated in the SA charter. This includes but is not

Cow% airs will report upcoming committee meeting dates and
ity Mafcoularly scheduled meetings, as well as post committee agendas

' ":'1:;:._- finutes to the SA website, as appropriate.

All SA Committee members must be a member of their respective
committee listservs. Meeting dates, times, and agendas shall be sent to all
committee members 48 hours prior to the meeting. The SA President,
Executive Vice President, and Vice President for Internal Operations shall
be CC’d on these e-mails.

Any author whose legislation impacts any specific Cornell student,

administrator, faculty member, or staff member, or affects the funding and
guidelines of a registered student organization, in his or her legislation will
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Rule 9

Rule 10

Rule 11

Rule 12

Rule 13

Rule 15
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contact the leaders of the party or organization before such legislation is
introduced as New Business. The aforementioned need not consent to the
legislation, but it is highly encouraged that the aforementioned attend the
meeting.

New Business shall be an opportunity for SA and community members to
ask questions of and make suggestions to the author of a piece of

legislation. Comments may not be argumentative in nature and tions
must seek factual answers. The author will have the floor for gz

approximately fifteen minutes, to explain or address questio
resolution.

Unfinished Business shall be an opportunity for d;@ and debate on
the legislation.

All speakers shall address their re

person shall be recognized by®§e Chair twice before all other members

(voting and ex-offici e opportunity to speak.

and the @Qair ¥y limit the number of speakers due to time constraints. If
mult% ers wish to address the Student Assembly, equal
PRy Wefity will be given to those in favor of and those opposed to the

& The Chair may call the question, without it requiring a second or vote,

when he or she deems that debate has exceeded its time limit or when
discussion becomes repetitive.

When the vote of the Chair may decide the outcome of a decision (i.e. to
make or break a tie), he or she shall be empowered to cast a vote, but shall
do so only after all other voting members of the Student Assembly have
registered their votes.
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Rule 16 A Student Assembly member may appeal the decision of the Chair when
he or she disagrees with the Chair’s interpretation or application of the
Standing Rules or the Charter. The motion shall require a simple majority
to pass.

Rule 17 The Chair shall keep time at any point when such is required.

Rule 18 Any Student Assembly member, including the Vice President fo)Nrc

Relations, must submit a mass message (e-mail, advertiseme
release, etc.) to the Executive Board for approval. 4

Rule 19 Any SA member may attempt to overrule a decisigf*b Executive

Committee by submitting their challenge in the#Rg '::E:.. of a resolution at
the next regularly scheduled meeting. A 2/, ":3':;:,__ y of the voting
membership must be reached to overrule c8ve Committee at any

time.

Rule 20 Any college or constituency vglio lacks representation as a result of a seat
being vacated or unclas represented, in the interim, by a
liaison appointed by nt, and confirmed by a majority of SA

Members. The Mgison ho®g no voting privileges but represents the

concerns and neg i.'*ig:__ their constituency. They may also represent the

their college. Their liaison post shall be terminated

student asse
imrnediqiv the declaration of their replacement via an election.
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