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Whereas, Cornell University receives approximately $2 million in Bundy Aid from New York State, and

Whereas, Assemblyman Peter M. Rivera of the NYS Assembly, representing Assembly District 76, has sponsored A07638 to “gradually eliminate Bundy Aid to private colleges,” and
Whereas, the Student Assembly of the State University of New York, herein SUNY SA, has passed a resolution titled “Endorsement of Legislation A07638 from Assemblyman Rivera” over the objections of the Cornell delegation,

Be it therefore resolved, that the Student Assembly opposes A07638 and SUNY SA’s endorsement of A07638 on the following grounds:

1. All institutions of higher education, whether public or private, are facing dire economic times.

2. Cornell University will experience additional cost pressure on the University’s budget if Bundy Aid is cut.

3. Cornell University saw a 27 percent decline in its endowment during the second half of 2008, amounting to over $1.5 billion.

4. Withdrawal of Bundy Aid will reduce Cornell University’s ability to control tuition costs, leading more students to enter the SUNY and CUNY programs and thereby costing New York State much more to provide the necessary professors, facilities and services.

Be it further resolved, that upon passage of this resolution, the Student Assembly liaisons to the SUNY SA shall forward the attached letters to the President of SUNY SA and to Assemblyman Peter Rivera, respectively.
Respectfully submitted,

Matt Danzer ’12



Kristen Welch ‘10


LGBTQ At-Large Representative 

College of Human Ecology Representative

SUNY SA Liaison



SUNY SA Liason
President Melody Mercedes

Student Assembly of the State University of New York

October 29, 2009

Dear Ms. Mercedes:

We are writing to you as the representatives of the entire undergraduate student body of Cornell University to protest the SUNY Student Assembly’s recent passage of the resolution titled “Endorsement of Legislation A07638 from Assemblyman Rivera.”

In these times of economic hardship and uncertainty, it is understandable that SUNY would look for other means of funding to replace the growing budget cuts. However, we find it to be not only misguided, but also unethical for SUNY to fill its own shortfalls by exacerbating the shortfalls of others.

All institutions of higher learning and education, not only SUNY and CUNY, have been hit by this recession. No one has been spared. Cornell University saw a 27 percent decline in its endowment during the second half of 2008, amounting to over $1.5 billion. In addition, despite major cuts in administration, programming, academics and all other aspects of our budget, the University still faces a deficit of $135 million.

To cut Bundy Aid would only serve to worsen the situation we find ourselves in today. This money, amounting to nearly $2 million in the case of Cornell, is used to help universities control costs and meet current obligations. The withdrawal of these vital state funds will reduce Cornell University’s ability to control tuition costs, leading more students to take massive debt for education or drop out entirely. It could also force students to enter the SUNY and CUNY programs, thereby costing New York State much more to provide the necessary professors, facilities and services.

It is the hope of this body that you take into account the voice of the students of Cornell University as you meet with lawmakers and public officials.

Sincerely,

Student Assembly of Cornell University
The Honorable Peter M. Rivera

New York State Assembly

LOB 826

Albany, NY 12248

October 29, 2009

Dear Assemblyman Rivera:

We are writing to you as the representatives of the entire undergraduate student body of Cornell University to protest your sponsorship of A07638, seeking to cut Bundy Aid from private universities and transfer the funds to the SUNY and CUNY programs.

In these times of economic hardship and uncertainty, it is understandable that the legislature would look for other means of funding SUNY to replace the growing budget cuts. However, we find it to be not only misguided, but also unethical for SUNY to fill its own shortfalls by exacerbating the shortfalls of others.

All institutions of higher learning and education, not only SUNY and CUNY, have been hit by this recession. No one has been spared. Cornell University saw a 27 percent decline in its endowment during the second half of 2008, amounting to over $1.5 billion. In addition, despite major cuts in administration, programming, academics and all other aspects of our budget, the University still faces a deficit of $135 million.

To cut Bundy Aid would only serve to worsen the situation that the State finds itself in today. This money, amounting to nearly $2 million in the case of Cornell, is used to help universities control costs and meet current obligations. The withdrawal of these vital state funds will reduce Cornell University’s ability to control tuition costs, leading current students to take massive debt for education or drop out entirely, while sending potential students out of New York State. It could also force students to enter the SUNY and CUNY programs, thereby costing New York State much more to provide the necessary professors, facilities and services.

It is the hope of this body that you take into account the voice of the students of Cornell University as you meet with lawmakers and public officials.

Sincerely,

Student Assembly of Cornell University

