
S.A. Resolution #49
Amendment to Appendix B of the Student Assembly Charter
Sponsored by: Roneal Desai ’13, Cameron Pritchett ’15, Don Muir ‘15

Whereas, the Appropriations Committee is the chartered committee of the Student 
Assembly responsible for allocating the Student Activity Fee; 
Whereas, the Appropriations Committee is tasked with holding check-in meetings with 
by-line funded organizations during non- byline funding years; 
Whereas, during non-byline funding years, the chair of the Appropriations Committee is responsible for writing a 
summary report detailing the Committee’s recommendations for each by-line funded group; 
Whereas, many byline funded organizations have requested additional communication with the Appropriations Committee during non-funding years;

Be it Therefore Resolved, that the following Article IV of Appendix B of the Student Assembly Charter (“Appendix A: Guidelines for the A[image: image1.png]Cornell University
Student Assembly




llocation of the Student Activity Fee”) be added before the current Article IV, “Organization Specific Guidelines” (with all following sections renumbered accordingly), as written:

IV. Guidelines during non-funding years 
1. Non-byline funding year hearings: Each byline funded organization is required to present a written account of the use of its Fee allocation and operations for the previous academic year and a projection of the use of its Fee allocation for the current academic year to the Appropriations Committee, including usage statistics, at least once during each non-byline funding year (ie. academic years ending in odd numbers such as 2012-13,  2014-15, etc). 
2. Report: The Vice President of Finance shall write a report summarizing the Appropriation Committee’s recommendations to each group on how they can improve their operations or structure to more effectively fulfill the goal of a byline funded organizations to “directly and primarily serve/benefit the entire undergraduate Cornell community” and “allow all students equal access to services and/or participation”. The Committee is required to make a good faith effort to understand the operations and structure of each byline funded organization in making its recommendations and evaluations. This report must include a vote total of the Appropriations Committee’s opinion on whether they would recommend to increase, maintain, or decrease the byline funded organization’s current allocation from the Student Activity Fee. 

A. Each byline funded group must receive their report within a one-week period following their hearing. The reports must also be included in the Student Assembly agenda in the week following their release to their respective group and be made available to the public.  

B. These reports must be released to the entirety of the membership of the Appropriations Committee and Student Assembly during the following academic year of their initial release. Members of the Assembly and the Committee during the funding year are not obligated to follow or consider the recommendations put forth in the reports.    

3. Follow-up Task Force: A Follow-up Task Force will be responsible for meeting with a byline funded organization solely for the purpose of reviewing the recommendations of the Appropriations Committee, as stipulated in the report released by the Vice President of Finance. The Task Force is required to make a good faith effort to understand the operations and structure when meeting with each byline funded organization.

A. The Task Force will be required to meet with any bylined funded organization that the Appropriations Committee recommended a decrease in funding for during the non-byline funding year for the following funding cycle. Additionally, the Appropriations Committee can require the Task Force to follow up with any additional organizations by a majority vote, regardless of their funding recommendation. Any byline funded organization may also request a meeting the Task Force which is then obligated to meet with them. Only one meeting between the Task Force and the byline funded organization is required. 
B. The Vice President of Finance will appoint and the Student Assembly will confirm, by a majority vote of members present, two voting members of the Appropriations Committee to serve as co-chairs of the Task Force. In addition to the co-chairs, the Task Force will consist of the liaison from the Student Assembly to the respective byline funded organization that the Task Force is meeting with, and selected members from the Appropriations Committee chosen by the co-chairs. The size of the Task Force is up to the discretion of the co-chairs, but should not exceed five persons, including the co-chairs but not including the liaisons to the byline funded organizations. 

C. The Task Force will be required to submit a report detailing its follow up with any organization to the Appropriations Committee by the end of the academic school year. The purpose of the reports submitted by the Task Force is to provide a feedback mechanism to members of the current and future Appropriations Committee regarding the Task Force’s opinion of the practicality of the organization applying the recommendations made in the official report released by the Vice President of Finance along with any efforts made or planned by the organizations to respond to the sentiment of the recommendations provided in the aforementioned report. 

D. Each group for which a report is submitted has the option of either approving the report or submitting a separate statement in writing responding to the report of the Task Force and/or the report issued by the Vice President of Finance. Any submitted statements by groups must be included with the report of the Vice President of Finance to any parties the report is sent to.   
Be it Further Resolved, that Article IV of Appendix A of the Student Assembly

Charter be renamed “IV. Procedure during Funding Years”. 
Be it Further Resolved, that in order to comply with the current language of the

Student Assembly Charter, Section III of Appendix B of the Charter
 be amended
with additions in bold and deletions in strikethrough, along with renumbering

 any following sections accordingly:  


III. General Guidelines

All recipients of the SAF shall adhere to the following guidelines:

1. Eligibility: SAF allocations are to be used primarily for the benefit of undergraduate students. Each organization shall be primarily student run and led.

2. Event Ticketing: For all events (concerts, lectures, films, etc.) funded by the Fee allocations and for which admission is charged, Cornell students shall receive:

1. A reasonable discount per event to reflect their prior contribution via the SAF.

2. The first opportunity to purchase tickets or otherwise should have a substantial amount of tickets reserved for student use.

3. Each organization shall report to the SA all money received for that event from other Fee recipients, including organizations funded by the SAFC, as requested by either the Appropriations Committee or the Executive Committee, or by the chairs of those committees.

3. Public Promotion & Engagement

1. Each organization shall regularly advertise its existence and encourage student participation in its meetings, which shall be open to the public.

2. Each organization shall include the following logo or statement on all tickets, fliers, posters, promotions, programs, and literature: “Funded in part by the Student Assembly.”

4. Capital Expenditures: SAF allocations are meant to serve as a “current account.” No organization shall use its Fee allocations for major capital equipment purchases costing more than $500 without the express approval of the SA. Organizations shall request approval in their annual fall report to the SA. A major capital equipment purchase shall be defined as anything having a useful life of two years or more.

5. Funds Partitioning: SAF money will preferably be held in a separate University account for accounting and reporting purposes. Otherwise all expenditures from SAF money shall be authorized by the organization in accordance with its governing documents.

6. SA Liaisons: The SA shall have the option of appointing a Cornell student to serve as a non-voting Liaison to each organization or, where appropriate, to its Executive Board.

7. Off-year Reporting: During the fall of even-numbered calendar years each organization shall provide the Appropriations Committee with a written account of the use of its Fee allocation and operations for the previous academic year, as well as an oral summary of its activities, including usage statistics, and future programming plans. The SA Vice President for Finance shall provide a written summary report of these meetings to the SA.

8. New Organization Reporting: Organizations receiving by-line funding for the first time in the current funding cycle shall report each semester to the Appropriations Committee on their operations and finances.

9. Conferences: Organizations may send Executive Board member(s) to one annual conference, if desired. The Appropriations Committee must approve organization’s conference expenditures and each organization must demonstrate to the committee that conference attendance will benefit the organization’s ability to achieve its mission statement. Organizations shall request approval in their annual fall report to the SA. All conference as well as teambuilding, banquet, training, and other social expenditures for organization members, in sum, shall be no greater than $4,000 or 10% of the organization’s by-line allocation, whichever is less. This rule shall not apply to SAFC-funded organizations.

10. Governing Document Approval: All organizations must submit any changes in the organizations’ bylaws, constitution, or other governing documents to the SA for its approval.

11. Non-discrimination: All organizations receiving Student Activity Fee funds directly or that receive such funds indirectly from a by-line funded organization shall not discriminate on the basis of actual or perceived age, color, disability, ethnicity, gender identity or expression, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, veteran status, or any combination of these factors when determining its membership and when determining the equal rights of all general members and executive board members, respectively, which shall include, but are not limited to, voting for, seeking, and holding positions within the organization.

1. Notwithstanding these requirements, a club sport may make requirements based on competitive athletic skill which may result in a club sport of one or predominantly one gender. Organizations may also make requirements based on vocal range or quality which may result in a chorus or choruses of one or predominantly one gender. Organizations that participate in activities with governmental age restrictions may also make appropriate requirements on the basis of age.

2. Organizations may also enforce uniform standards of belief or conduct as a prerequisite for obtaining some or all rights of general members and executive board members, respectively, so long as said standards are protected by the 1st Amendment of the United States Constitution in the context of a public university and do not impede enforcement of Appendix B, Section II.5.

3. Each organization receiving Student Activity Fee funds directly from the Student Assembly shall include a “Non-discrimination Clause” section in its bylaws, constitution or other governing documents reflecting this policy.

Respectfully Submitted,

Roneal Desai ‘13

Vice President of Finance 

Student Assembly

Cameron Pritchett ‘15

Minority Liaison At-Large Representative  

Student Assembly

Don Muir ‘15

Arts & Sciences Representative

Student Assembly 
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